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ccLESIAST. X17. 
Bleſſed art thou, O Land, when thy 
King is the Jon of Nobles : _— 


T has been rightly obſerv'd, by the Maſters of 
Reaſon, that Moral and Political Aphoriſms 
are of deſerved Credit, if uſually, and for the 
moſt part they prove true: That they cannot 

univerſally hold in every inſtance, is evident from 

the Nature of Human Actions; which, being no- 
thing elſe but the uncertain, and, as it too often hap- 
pens, perverſe and unaccountable Determinations of 
the Will, muſt for that reaſon leave a great Contin- 
gency in the iſſues and events of things. Never- 
theleſs, ought they ſtill to be allow'd good in the 
deſign and intention of them; becauſe they are all 
fram'd, or ouglit to be, with regard to the higheſt 
probabilities, and moſt natural conſequences of 
things; They proceed upon a Suppoſition, that Men 
in ſuch and ſuch Caſes would always act as became 
themſelves, agreeably to the directions of Right 

Reaſon: So that, were it not thro? the Violence of 

ſome. blind and headſtrong Appetite or Paſſion, that 

we are at any 8 diverted from the ſteady and re- 
gular conduct of our Actions, theſe proverbial _ 
ings. would be verified in. every particular. To 


B inſtance 
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inſtance in that, of this ſame Author of the Text, 
in Prov. a2. Train up. a Child in the way he ſhould 
£0) and when he it ald be will uot depart from it ; 2 

ule of ſingular benefit and advantage to Mankind; 
for what mare kkely Method can be contriv'd to 
engage Men in à Good Liſe, than to initiate them 
early in the Paths of Vertue, ſo ſoon as Infancy ſhall 
ive way to the Seaſon. of Inſtruction? Yer this 
ourſe doth not alway meet with the like Succeſs 
even Solomon himſelf ſtands recorded in Holy Writ 
as an Exception to his own Rule. Tis not to be 
doubted that he was train'd up in the Way he ſhould 
/ $03 for he was under the Counſel and Direction, 
and, which was more, the influence of a pious Ex- 
ample in his Father David; and if this had been 
too little; yet that meaſure of Wiſdom, wherewith 
hae was endow'd beyond other Men, as alſo that ſtrict 
þ ings Prohibition, from the Mouth of God himfelf, to 
go after other Gods, might have ſupplied even the 
efect of Paternal Diſcipline, had that been want- 
ing; nevertheleſs, as we find, by that ſhort account 
1 Kings we have of his Life, he revolted from the true God 
+5 to ſerve ſtrange Gods, and fell into Idolatry. Thus 
alſo muft it be remark'd with relation to that Politi- 
cal Obſervation in the Words before us: That, al- 
tho' Hiſtory may aftord inſtances, where Nations 
have not been happy under Princes that were nobly 
deſcended; yet this ought not to infringe the cre- 
dit of the Aphoriſm; becauſe the Condition of any 
people may, at ſome time or other, be diſtre(s'd and 
pitiable; and yet the particular Form of their Go- 
vernment in no wiſe faulty or defective. Wherever 
then Kingly Rule and Authority has obtain'd, ſo 
qualified, as the Text mentions, without the happy 
CONIC. 
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conſequence there d whatever in that caſe 
may have obſtructed the good influence, and hin- 
der d the deſireable effects of it, ought not to be 
charg'd upon o ſuppos'd inconvenience in that par- 
ticular Form; ſince it may ariſe, and upon exami- 
nation will be found to do ſo, from ſome one or 
other amongſt a Variety of Cauſes equally incident 
to any kind of Polity whatever. The Truth then 
of 22 aſſertion is not affected by a few ex- 
ceptions, and that Land may with reaſon good be 
pronounc'd happy, whoſe King is the Son of Nobles. 


In diſcourſing upon which Argument, I ſhall en- 
deavour theſe two things. | | 


I. Firſt to illuſtrate the Truth of the Wiſe-Man's 
Aſſertion the Text. 

II. Secondly to 8 to our own Nation, by 
examining how far our Government reſembles that, 
which He declares moſt conducive to the happineſs 
of a Community. | lb OT: 


I. Firſt to illuſtrate the Truth of the Wiſe- Man's 
Aſſertion in the Text; and this I ſhall endeavour 
by ſhewing, 20 1 
I. Firſt, that Monarchy, or where the Supreme 
Power is lodg'd in the hands of one, is, in its own 
Nature, the beſt Form of Government. 

II. Secondly, that the Good and Welfare of the 
Subject is beſt provided for under this Form, when 
the Prince is of High Birth, and Noble Extraction. 


I. Firſt, Monarchy in its own Nature is the beſt 


Form of Government. That Government in general 
REI B 2 16 . 
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is abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation of Society 
that it 1s Ne Order Colm Ee World, the Pil 
lar that ſupports it from falling aſunder, is a truth 
confeſs'd by all; at all times by Sober Men, ſome- 
times by thoſe who delight in Diſorder and Confu- 
ſion; for when they ſhall have ſerv'd themſelves of 
what either their Ambition, Revenge or Avarice 
prompted them to; when they haye gain'd their 
end, they deſire to reſt quiet, and to be unmoleſted; 
and it is Government alone that can ſecure to them 
this: not inſiſting then upon this undoubted Truth; 
proceed to examine what kind of Government is 
beſt able to recommend it ſelf to a Society: And 
here I ſhall not deſcend to a particular compariſon 
of the Advantages, wherein the three uſual Forms 
thereof, Monarchy, Ariſtocracy and Democracy ex- 
ceed each other; but only enquire which ought t6 
have the preference of the other; Kingly Govern- 
ment, or a Common-wealth; and which beſt pro- 
vides for the Welfare of a Nation ; to have the 
Supreme Power fix'd in one, or in more. | 
That Monarchy was the moſt ancient Government 
of the World, we have the joint teſtimony of Sa- 
cred and Civil Hiſtor y, and. it is equally certain that 
it has been of Univerſal extent: for there is no Peo- 
ple, Nation or Language: but what is, or has been 
under it; a plain argument that it is moſt agreeable 
and natural ö 10 01161 1 ie 
Wherever then any Popular Government has ob- 
tain d, if we trace its rife we ſhall find that it was in- 
troducd by Ambition and Faction, and founded on 
Uſurpation and Rebellion. 
The firſt inſtance we have of a popular State was 
at Athens, and not long after, other Cities of Greece 


: ; WV. ran 
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ran that way: but whatthro diſſentions among them- Pla 
felves, whereby very bad Men came to bear Rule; 2 £*-! 
and contentions with their Neighbours for priority, Fal. it 
they never were quiet till they were ſwallow d up by . 1 
the Macedonia Empire. The Greek Philoſopher 
Ariſtotle, who livd near enough to thole times, to pe Re 
be acquainted with the tranſactions of them, has liv. 4. cap 
this remark concerning them, that the hit Polity, or , 1 
Common-wealth amongſt the Greeks, after their zue n 
Kings were laid aſide, was of the Souldiery ; fo that vi. a. 
it appears, they came at laſt to be govern'd by an 27 
Army, a ſort of Government not much to be envied g. 
or applauded. Should we be oblig'd to conſider the 2 * 
Romans, who upon the expulſion of their Kings 
having ereted a Common-wealth, made fo great a 
figurein the World ; *tis well known, 75 continued 
not for any long ſpace of time under the ſame Model, 
many were the Changes and Alterations of State, 
many were their Mutinies, and popular Inſurrections, 
and more frequent would theſe have been, had not 
their Wars abroad found them other employment. 
In ſhort they were never letled, till the Admini- 
ſtration of affairs did revert into its ancient Chan- 
nel, and their Kings under the Name of Emperors 
did revive. And, which may farther be conſidered 
in behalf of the antient way of Rule which they 
aboliſh'd;; when upon any Emergency, they found 
themſelves conſtrain'd, as frequently they did, to 
entruſt the Supreme power with a Dictator, ſo often 
did they tacitly confeſs the expediency and uſefulneſs 
of Kingly- Authority; to the remains of which a- 
amongſt them, they may truly be ſaid to have o d 
all the Greatneſs they did arrive to; for 'tis obſervd 
of them, by one of their beſt Hiſtorians, to this 
119 pur- 
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tv. purpoſe; that their Liberty conſiſted rather in having 
cpu the Conſular Authority annual, than that any di- 
minution was made of the Regal Power. W 
If we deſcend from the Romans to our own times, 
we find; that amongſt the Republics now in Europe, 
Vienice and Holland are by far the moſt conſiderable: 
The firſt of theſe has had its Dukes for about a thou- 
ſand Vears; and much longer is it ſince it was erected 
a popular State, by thoſe, who, upon the Invaſion 
of the Huns, deſerted their Countrey and their Em- 
peror, and betook themſelves to thoſe Iſlands, and 
Repub almoſt inacceſſible Marſhes, where Venice now ſtands ; 
xr. bur then it muſt be remembred, that for ſome hun- 
dctrreds of Years, their Dukes had a Sovereign Au- 
thority; ſo that their Wealth and Conqueſts are not 
owing to any 'Excellency there is in their preſent 
] Conſtitution. And as to the United Provinces of 
Holland, they, for about an hundted years paſt ſince 
the time of their revolt from the Span; Monarchy, 
have almoſt perpetually been harraſs'd by war; and 
for their continuance: hitherto as a State, more in- 
debred to the Enghſp Monarchy, . eſpecially in the 
Reign of Q. Elizabeth, than to any peculiar advan- 
rage of their Polity. „ | 
gut, to forbear all farther compariſons of differ- 
- ently conſtituted Common-wealths ; it may appear 
from che reaſon of the thing it ſelf, that Monarchy, 
in its own nature, is the beſt form; ſince it beſt 
anſwers the End of all Government. vig. the happi- 
neſs of the Community; xy. 
Now this IE. conſiſts in the ſafety which 
_ every individual Member of it doth or may enjoy 
And in the quiet poſſeſſion of what he can juſtly call 
his own: And theſe bleſſings, ſo far as Human power 
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can extend, are ſecur'd by the Magiftrate's protection 
of his people from injuries from abroad, and by diſ- 
couraging all fraud and violence, injuſtice and oppreſ- 
ſion at home. For the effecting of which, Monarchy 
has manifeſtly the advantage of a popular State. 
I. Firſt, as to the more expeditious diſpatch of 
affairs; When Men of equal dignity, and equal 
power, and, which is natural to fp gol of different 

udgments meet to conſult about matters of concern 
to the public, and there is none Superior to them, 
as in the cafe of a Common. wealth, that can with 
Authority interpoſe, either to haſten or determine 
them; the delays that are occaſion'd hereby, do of- 
ten prove of dangerous Conſequence to the State; 
for many fair opportunities of action have ſlipt, and 
are irrecoverably loſt, whereby the Public ſuffers. 
not a little as to its Safety and Welfare. 

2, Secondly, Where the Sovereign Power and Au- 
thority is lodg'd in one hand; it tends much to the 
preventing of Faction. It is true indeed, there is 
no Conſtitution ſo perfect, no Nation under Heaven 
ſo happy, as to be ablealway to exclude this Enemy 
of the Public peace: However it is equally true, 
that as Factions portend more miſchief, when they 
happen amongſt thoſe, who equally ſhare the Su- 
preme Power, as in a Common- wealth; ſo are they 
there more frequent. The very Nature of the Con- 
ſtitution it ſelf diſpoſeth it thereto; emulations and 
animoſities muſt needs ariſe from a diverſity of judg- 
ment as to the management of State-buſineſs; and 
ſince moſt are apt to entertain a fayourable opinion 
of their own abilities, they will think themſelves 
MAighted, when their bun is rejected, whereupon 
faction will enſue to the diſturbance of the Pots 

} ang. 
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and hazarding the welfare of the Nation. And the 
Prevailing party will hardly be reſtrein d from oppreſ- 
ſing the other, whereby the right courſe of diſtribu- 
tive Juſtice, muſt, unavoidably be perverted. 

3. Thirdly, See one is more advant- 
bee to a State, than when many rule: becauſe 
the Intereſts of King and People are ſo nearly re- 
lated, that they mutually ſupport and uphold each 
other. In a Common- Wealth it can ſcarce be, but 
that a Separate Intereſt, diſtinct from that of the 
Public, ſhall be carried on by thoſe who divide the 
Supreme power; and proportionably as this 1s ad- 
vanc'd, the public intereſt muſt be depreſs d. Am- 
bition, to which, He who hath ſet bounds to the 
Sea, hath ſet none to this, is not very apt to let a 
man reſt content with an Equality, when he con- 
ceives it in his power to mount. above it; but will 
inſtigate and ſpur him up to endeavour after a Supe- 
riority; for the compaſling whereof he will be put 
upon ſuch methods, as either are themſelves 1nju- 
rious to the Common-weal, or productive of an end 
that is ſo: Whereas under Monarchy, whatever am- 
bitious ſtruggles there are between Subject and Sub- 
ject, theſe rarely, or never tend to the endangerin 
the whole. The Sovereign power being committe 
to one, prevents all conteſt on that ſide, and for a 
Subject to diſpute the matter of Supremacy with his 


Prince would be moſt unnatural and monſtrous. 


In ſhort, under a Monarchy well- conſtituted, the 
Safety and Intereſt of King and People are ſo twiſted 
and complicated, that the one cannot be Great and 
Happy, while the other is oppreſs'd and miſerable; 
What promotes the peoples good, and cauſeth them 
to cncreaſe and flouriſh, tends at the ſame time to 

8 advance 
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advance the Honour and Dignity of the Prince. In Prov. 1. 
the multitude of people is the Kings Honour, but in 8 
the want of people is the deſtruction of the Prince. 

II. Secondly, The Good and Welfare of the Sub- 


ject is beſt Haag for under Monarchy, when the 
Prince is of High Birth and Noble Extraction. 


I. Firft, becauſe this qualification doth naturally 
diſpoſe Men to a certain Greatneſs and Generofity | 


of Mind, which will hardly ſuffer them to ſtoop to 
any little Arts and Projects of encreaſing Wealth 
and Power, by burdening others, or to handle in hi 
an harſh and arbitrary way the Lives and Fortunes 3 


of thoſe that they are under them. [7 
Magnanimity, or a Generous Temper is a fit Foun-'o wyaxt. | 

dation, whereon to ſuperſtruct ſeveral excellent and vw&® 

uſeful Vertues, particularly Benevolence, Clemency, Wa 4 

Munificence and the like ; it teacheth to deſpiſe 20 / 

danger, and will difficultly be brought to ſubmit to , 

a mean and baſe action upon any Sollicitation. Be- Lib. 4. 

ſides, where one has all tha been accuſtom'd to an Gp. 5. 

High Station, as thoſe of Noble Parentage have, 

the Mind meets with nothing to ſurprize or diſturb 

it on this hand, or to hinder the right diſcharge of 

the Offices of Government; whereas on the other 

hand, ſhould one of mean and low rank on a ſud- 

den be exalted to the Top of Regal Power, and ſet 

upon the higheſt Finnacle of State, it is great odds, 

but that by this ſtrange height his Head turns 

round, and he becomes Vertiginous; by this, to him 

immoderate, Doſe of Honour and Dignity, his Mind 

becomes intoxicated ;: ſo that he neither knows him 

ſelf, nor thoſe about him; and altho' by degrees the ; 

Seiſure ſhonld wear of, and the Fit abate; yet it | 

ufually leaves behind ſuch a laſting Tincture of in- 4 
ON | C ſupport 1 
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ſupportable pride and haughtineſs, of vanity. and 
untractableneſs, as would render him ſometimes un- 
ealy to himſelf, and at all times ſo to others. | 
II. Secondly, a Prince of High Birth is beſt qua- 
T:ked for Rule and Authority; becauſe ſuch are 
educated and train d up from their Infancy in the 
Art of governing. The Vulgar have been apt to 
imagine that a Prince's life, ot all other, is the moſt 
unactive and ſlothful, wholly ſpent in Eaſe and Lu- 
Fury, in Soſtneſs and Delights; and becauſe, by their 
eminent and moſt illuſtrious Station, they are ad- 
vanc'd far above the want of any of the Conveni- 
encies and Accommodations of Life, they conclude 
them to be totally exempt from all trouble and di- 
 ſtraction, from all manner of care and concern, even 
to that degree, as to have no occalion for thought 
and reflection any farther, than as it ſerves to make 
them conſcious of their happy Condition. But they 
who diſcern things in a better light are fully per- 
ſwaded that the Station of Princes is not more High, 
than their Office is difficult to diſcharge aright. 
The Affairs of a Kingdom are matters of great mo- 
ment, of mighty weight and importance; and the re- 
fore require great skill and dexterity to manage 
them. Ihe Matters they conſult about are often of 
a perplext and intricate nature, the Enterpriſes they 
undertake are ſometimes arduous and extremly dif- 
ficult; ſo that Prudence and Experience ſeem abſo- 
lutely requiſite to produce a right underſtanding of, 
and to enable for the more ready. diſpatch of State- 
Buſineſs. And it may as well be imagin'd, that a 
poor unexperienc d Peaſant juſt taken from ruſtick 
Employments is capable of guiding a Ship a long 
Voyage, as that one unacquainted with Political 
Wisdom, and untaught the Art of Governing is 
2108800 J 5 | qualified 
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qualified to ſit at the Helm, and undertake the Steer- 
age of the Affairs of a Kingdom. For theſe Rea- 
ſons amongſt others, it is expedient for the Peace 


and Happineſs of a Land, that its Prince be of 
High Birth and Noble Extraction: Hereby Princes: 


have the advantage of other Men to govern aright, 
and are beſt furnith'd with Art and Strength to weild 
and manage the weighty Concerns of the State, for 
their own Honour, and the Peoples Good. 

II. Secondly, I proceed in the next place to ap- 
ply the Aſlertion of the Wiſe-Man, in the Text, 
to our own Nation; by examining how far our 
Government reſembles that, which He declares to 
be moſt conducive to the happineſs of a Nation. 

And firſt, whereas Kingly Government is requi- 
ſite hereto; This our Iſland of Great Britain has 
been, from the firſt Notices we can trace thereof 


until this time, under a Monarchical Form. The czar de 
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Romans upon their Entrance, found the Southern bello gal- 


part of. it divided into ſeveral petty and indepen- lee lib. 5. 


dent Kingdoms; the Northern at chat time wasmpt 
ſo well known; yet we never hear of any other tan 
Kingly Government there. Upon their quitting 
their Conqueſts, the Saxons ſoon enter'd, and erected 
an Heptarchy, or ſeven diſtinct Kingdoms, which 
continued till about the beginning of the Ninth 
Century, when they were united into one. 'T hence 
unto the preſent time, under Jaxons, Danes and 
Normans, Monarchy, and no other Form, has flou- 
riſh'd within this Realm. Tis true indeed, that 


formd themſelves like him, whoſe Agents they 
Dl mee C 2 were 
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' were, into nal, 1 of Light,. and overthrew all that 
was Good or Sacred. 1 3 
Then was it that Monarchy lay bleeding, and, for 


about the Space of twelve Years, was forcibly kept 
2 out from its ancient Abode and Seat of reſidence; and 


bleſſed times, without doubt, they were; when eve- 


e man, there being no King in our 1ſrael, did that 


which was right in his own eyes ; times of great Diſ- 
order and Confuſion, unſetled and tumultuous, as 
appears by that Variety of Schemes and Models of 
Government, which, in the ſpace of ſo few years, 
did obtain; in a word, what thro jealouſies and ſuſ- 
9 — on the one hand, and fears of having their 

eſigns detected on the other, the Nation never found 
reſt or quiet, till Church and State were again fix d 
upon their $124 and refpective Baſis's, Epiſcopa- 
cy and Monarchy. 

And ſuch 1s the preſent Conſtitution of our Mo- 
narchy, as might well render it, when known and 
conſider d of, admirable in the judgment of all but 
thaſe, whoſe Spirits are ſo low and abject, as to de- 
lige in their ſlavery; or ſuch as have been train'd 
up in ſuch nice, but miſtaken Notions of freedom, as 
to think all Orders and lnjunCtions proceeding from 
a ſingle Authority, without their Conſent, as ſo many 
encroachments upon their Liberty. The Preroga- 
tives of our Monarchs are ſufficient to render them 
Supreme and Sovereign with relation to their Sub- 
jects, and Great and Potent in the Eyes of Neigh- 
bouring Princes: on the other hand the priviledges 
of the People are ſo very conſiderable, that, if they 
know their own good, their Condition conſidered as 
Subjects muſt be eaſy to themſelves, and ſuch as might 
be envied by thoſe of other Nations. The Power 
of our Prince is ſuch, that, while the SURE 


=. 
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himſelf within the bounds of Duty and Allegiance; 
the Government cannot be Popular; and the Con- 
ceſſions of former Reigns, which have paſs'd into 
Laws for the ſecurity of the People, and thereby be-. 
come {o many limits and boundaries to prevent the. 
immoderate growth of Regal Power, and keep it 
from ſwelling to that degree, as to become altoge- 
ther abſolute; thoſe Conceflions, I ſay, that have: 
been confirm'd, ratified and eſtabliſh'd by the Legiſ- 
lative, are ſo great and advantageous, that, while any, 
reſpect is paid to thoſe Laws, there can be no ſuch. 
thing as Tyranny. 

In ſhort, the Britiſb Monarchy is ſo well mix'd and 
temper'd, as from thence muſt ariſe a firm and vi- 
gorous Conſtitution of the Body Politic; not ſuch. 
indeed, as will alway ſecure it from being diſtem- 
per'd, not ſuch as will conſtantly preſerve it from. 
the danger of being convuls d: For it is here as in. 
the Body Natural, whoſe Conftitution, let it be ne- 
ver ſo robuſt, ſound and healthful, is now and then 
by the combin'd force of ſome peccant and malig-. 
nant Humors alway lurking within, aſſaulted and ſha- 
ken, and its regular motions diſturb'd, and ſometimes. 
to that height doth the diſorder proceed, as to looſen, 
and diſſolve the whole Frame and Fabrick of that no- 
ble and admirably contriv'd Machine, the Humane 
Body : But then, as the being ſubject to Diſeaſes 
and Death, is no objection againſt the wiſe and ex- 
cellent contrivance of. Man's Body, for the ſeveral. 
ends and purpoſes to which it was deſign'd; fo nei- 
ther ought the Miſcries and Calamities that ſome time. 
or other the beſt Conſtituted Nation may undergoe; . 
be urg d againſt its particular Form; ſince in all Bo- 
dies Politic, there are never wanting Members cor-. 
rupt and unſound, Men of. reſtleſs and ungovernable. 
Tt | r Spirits, 
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Spirits; turbulent and malicious, factious and ſedi- 
tious, extremely fond of Innovations, and never con- 
rented under the preſent management of Affairs, 
let the Adminiſtration be what it will. Whatever 
commotions then ſhall ariſe from this cauſe, to vex 
and diſturb a well conſtituted State or Community, 
to deſtroy its peace and quiet, and put its founda- 
tions out of Courſe, are to be charg'd on nothing 
elſe, but the follies and petulancies of men: What- 
ever miſchiefs may formerly have ariſen within this 
our Kingdom, either from the buſie Plots and Ma— 
chinations of ill-principled Men on the one hand, 
or from any falſe Steps that were taken, and Errors 
committed on the other hand, they muſt ſtill leave 
our Form of Government blameleſs, ſince it is of 
the ſame kind with that, which is declar'd by Solo- 
mon, and by a greater than Solomon, if we conſider 
who indited his Writings, to be naturally conducive 
to the Peace and Happineſs of a People. 

Secondly, it is requir'd in the next place in order 
to this great End, that the Monarch be of High 
Birth, and Noble Extraction, and this is not want- 
ing in our Caſe. For our preſent moſt Gracious So- 
yereign Q. ANN, whom, as on this Day, God was 
pleas'd to ſer upon the Throne of her Anceſtors; 
for which cauſe we are here aſſembled to pay our 
moſt juſt tribute of praiſe and thankſgiving to him 
that ruleth over all the kingdoms of the Earth, to 
_ offer Sacrifices of ſweet Savour unto the God of Hea- 
ven, and to pray for the Life of the QukkN. Our 
preſent Sovereign, I ſay, has a moſt indiſputable 
claim to that qualification requir'd in a Prince, to 
make the People happy ; of being one of High 
Birth, and Moſt Noble Extraction. Her Deſcent is 
counted from WILLIAM the Conqueror, by Eleven 

3 interme- 


intermediate Kings, and, by another branch;of that 
Line, from the long Race of our Saxon Kings; and 
related is the to Seventeen Kings and Queens beſides, 
who have al! ſway'd the Eugliſb Sceptre, ſeveral of 
whom ſtand moſt deſervedly renown'd in Hiſtory, for 


noble and valorous Archievments, for ſuhjecting 


Scotland, for ſubduing Males and Ireland, for their 
great Victories gain'd in France, and for the Con- 
queſt of that Kingdom ; as alſo for Great Piety, for the 
accompliſhing of highly uſeful and worthy deſigns. 
For inſtance, in the Reign of EDwarD VI. 
a Prince of a towardly diſpoſition and pregnancy, 
and one who was carly acquainted with Vertue, was 
the Reformation of Religion begun here in Eng- 
land In his reign, notwithſtanding what ſteps were 
made that way by his Father K. Henry VIII. 
muſt the Mira of the Reformation be fix'd; then 
it was that it took footing, and by degrees made 
a fair progreſs; but by reaſon of the ſhort period 
of his Life, and the oppoſite Methods made ule of 
in the next Reign, it was diſcountenanc'd, retarded 
and quaſh'd, till the Succeſſion of Q. ELizaBETH, 
of Glorious Memory, to the Throne; when it was 
again vigorouſly promoted, and the Glory of per- 
fecting and compleating, of ſetling and eſtabliſhing 
ſo great a Work was reſerv'd to her times. In her 


Reign was Religion reſtor'd to its priſtine Purity, and 


our Church conftituted in a mean equally remote, 
as well from the Errors and Superſtition of Popery, 
as from the Indecency of Fanaticiſm ; and is, at this. 
time, the Glory of our own, and the Envy of Re- 
form'd Nations abroac. *, 


So long then, as Pure Religion has any worth or 


value in it, ſo long as the Worſnipping of God in the 
Beauty of Holineſs is a priviledge deſirable by all 1 
350 a b | ang 
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and good Men: ſo long ought that prudent proviſion 
that was made for the effecting theſe things, and ſe- 
curing the antages to Poſterity, ſo long ought 
it to reflect a Luſtre and Brightneſs upon that Reign. 
But to come nearer home. If pure Religion, if he 
Faith which was once delivered to the Saints is not 
only deſireable, but recommended as an Object tobe 
earneſtly contended for, if a Deceat, regular, true, pri- 
mitiveand Apoſtolical way of Worſhip may be allow'd 
to put in any claim for a maintenance and preſer- 
vation, wherever it happens to be eſtabliſh'd ; then 
the Name and Memory of another of our Monarchs, 
CHARLES the |. the Royal Grand- Father of 
Her preſent Majeſty, doth loudly call for a moſt 
-Honourable place 1n the Everlaſting Records of 
Fame; who in Defence of the excellent, and, in eſ- 
ſentials divine Conſtitution of our Church, fell a 
Sacrifice to the outrage and malice of the greater, 
but rebellious, and inhuman part of his Subjects; a 
Prince he was of true Heroic Worth and Goodneſs, 
and deſervedly to be eſteem'd one of the Chiefs in 
the Noble Army of Martyrs: So fell this Great and 
Godlike King, and together with him, in a manner, 
all Faith and Loyalty, Truth and Juſtice, Honour 
and Vertue, Fidelity and Honeſty, and were loſt 
from among Men; till by the Happy Return of his 
Son King CHARLES II. to his Kingdoms, they be- 
gan to revive and flouriſh again in the Engliſh Soil. 
And now I ſhould haſten to the proper, and 
peculiar part of my buſineſs at this time, which is, 
with all due Veneration, to approach the Perſon 
_of living Majeſty, at ſuch a becoming diſtance, | as 
to be able to take ſome view of that 'mgre lovely 
and graceful Character our Qu = EN has from her 
Vertues, and nioral Endowments; for the other, 
IM | that 


ſcent, tho! it: be requiſite,” as we have heard, to the 
well OG of the People, is apt to dazzle only; 
but this to charm the eyes of the Beholders: But I 
cannot conſiſtently with the Obligations of common 
Gratitude, paſs over in ſilence the Memory of that 
Renowned Prince King WILLIAM III. Her Ma- 
jeſties immediate Predeceſſor, whom Almighty God, 
by a wonderful Revolution of Providence, was 
pleas'd to: make the happy Inſtrument of ſecuring 
to us our Liberties and Properties at a time, when 
they were deeply threatned by ſome Zealots of the 
Romiſh Per ſwaſion; who taking Courage from the 
proceedures of thoſe times, fully expected to divide 
the Spoil of us, and with open Mouths ſtood ready 
to devour us: But bleſſed be God, who gave us not 
over as a prey to their teeth. The ſeveral projects 
that have been laid by that Party for the ruine of 
our Church and State, by the watchful providence 
of him, that keeps our Jrael, have come to nought, 
their deſigns have prov'd abortive, their attempts 
unſucceſsful; and, unleſs by a moſt unworthy Car- 
riage, and rebellious Behaviour we forteit the Di- 
vine Care and Protection, and provoke God to de- 
liver us into the hands of our Enemies, we have (till 
ſufficient reaſon to conclude that under the wiſe 
Conduct and Vigilance of our Great Qu x N, they 
will ever be baffled and defeated in all their Plots 
and Devices, and that no weapon form'd againſt 
our Church by any of Her Enemies either abroad 
or at home ſhall proſper. 10 Sete | 
For the better encouragement of this our Hope 
let us caſt; our Eyes for a while upon the Cha- 
rater. of Her, whom Almighty God, by a great, 
and diſtinguiſhing inſtance of his Favour to us 
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that. I mean of High Birth, and moſt Noble De- 


D ward, 
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ward, was pleas d to preſerve for our good, after 
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that almoſt fatal wound, which our Sins had cauſed 
him to inflict on Her, by cutting of the fair and 
only ſurviving Branch ot Her Stock, and there- 
by blaſting the Hopes, the very promiſing, tho* di- 
ſtant Hopes the Nation conceiv d, of enjoying here- 
after a Prince of Her Body, in whom all the Qua- 
| lifications and Accompliſhments requiſite to render 
himſelf Grear, and his people Happy did ſeem to 
meet and concenter; to preſerve Her, I fay, for our 
Good, and to advance Her to the Imperial Crown 
of this Realm; and alſo to ſupport and comfort Her 
under a late ſevere and fore Stroke She receiv'd in 
the Loſs of one, whom all the Sacred Ties of Love 
and Duty, Affection and Intereſt had endear'd to 
Her, in as high a degree as Hiſtory can parallel. To 
conſider Her both in Her Royal, and Perſonal Ca- 
pacity; as a QUEEN, and as a Chriſtian, every 
way we ſhall find great reaſon to bleſs God for the 
many ſignal Advantages to be receiyd from ſo Great 
a Princeſs. TE E and T3300 

I. And firſt; if we conſider Her in Her Royal 
Capacity as a Qu E N, there are none of Her Sub- 
jects, but from whom a ſenſe of Gratitude, as well 
as a regard to Truth, muſt extort this Confeſſion, that 
the Eaſe and Happineſs, the Good and Welfare of 
the People committed to Her Charge ate Her daily 
Study and Delight. They, who by reaſon of their 
principles never were, nor can be great Admirers of 
a Monarchical Government, ſuch, I mean, as un- 
der a pretence of greater Edification divide from 
us; even they, if they would act ingenubuſly, ſince 


they are indulg'd the free exerciſe of their teſpective 
ways of Worſhip, ought, not only to forbear all 
manner of complaint, but 


. 


% 


make this fair acknow- 
ledgment; 
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ledgment; that the Liberties they enjoy, are more 
than they deſerve, becauſe more than they them- 
ſelves would give heretofore, when the orderly courſe 


of things was inverred, and they were uppermoſt. 
But theſe Conceſſions do not more loudly proclaim 


19 


the tender and compaſſionate care and concern our 


Quk EN has, for the caſe and quiet of all Her 
Subjects, than that pious Proviſion, She was pleas'd 
to make, by devoting a branch of Her Revenues, 
for che more liberal ſubſiſtence of ſuch of the Clergy, 
whoſe Benefices were ſo ſmall, as of themſelves 
ſcarce to be a Competency, doth Her Royal Bounty 
and Munificence, a pious Proviſion, I term it, ſince 
it tends to the advancement of God's Honour, and 
the good of his Church; the one 1s alway concern'd 
for the comfortable Condition of his Prieſts, who 


upon ſeveral accounts ſtand more nearly related to 


him than other Men, and the other is promoted 
when his Miniſters are not only encourag'd, but bet- 
ter enabled for the right diſcharge of their Sacred 
Office. Thus thought that good King Fezekzah, 
when he commanded the People, that dwelt in je- 
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ruſalem, 0 give the portion of the Prieſts and the 31. 4. 


Levites, that they might be encourag'd in the Law 
of the Lord. But theſe inſtances concern a parti- 
cular order and ſect of Men only; give me leave to 
mention an Act of the preſent Reign of fo public 
and extenſive a Nature, as, in the intention of it, 
to be contriv'd for the good of two Kingdoms, I 
mean, the Uniting of England and Scotland. 


How far Poſterity ſhall own it ſelf indebted to the 


pious Memory of our Quꝝ N for effecting and accom- 
pliſhing ſo great a Work, or what will be the con- 


ſequence and iſſue of it in times to come, none with 


certainty can predict, or, 3 can pretend 
10 | 2 to 
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to do ſo. However it muſt be acknowiedg'd, that 
what was deſign'd thereby, is as juſt and honoura- 
ble, as it is manifeſt and viſible to all, vg. the 
ſtrengthning of our Intereſt againſt the Common 
Enemy, defeating the hopes of the Fretenaer, by 
engaging Scotland, many years hence may it be, to 
ſubmit with our ſelves to be govern d by one and the 
fame Prince, of the Proteſtant line of Succeſſion; 
the preventing much Bloud-ſhed; the uſual and hor- 
rid effect of Quarrels and Contentions between 
Princes; which, upon a Suppoſition that this our 
Iſland ſhould, again, as otherwiſe in all probability 
it would, be in the poſſeſſion of two Independent 
Kings, would almoſt unavoidably ariſe, as well from 
the mutual jealouſies they would conceive, as from 
the actual Encroachments that would be made upon 
each others Territories. Theſe deſigns ſeem calcula- 
ted for the good of the preſent, and for the advantage 
of ſucceeding Generations, and ſhould the Union 
in Times to come prove a means of the farther 
ſtrengthning the Walls of our Feruſalem, and of 
enlarging the Borders of our $:on, its Eſtects would 
ſtill be more happy and glorious, not only that here- 
by the Decent and Orderly way of God's Worſnip, 
would be permitted to ditfuſe it ſelf; but that our 
Intereſt, being then the ſame in all reſpets, would 
be found at laſt, notwithſtanding all the fine Haran- 
gues that have been made to that purpoſe, to be 
much the ar v0 Cement of all, to unite us in 
Affection toward each other. 1 nin 
Or ſhould we conſider our Qu EN in Her per- 
ſonal and private Capacity, as à Chriſtian, we can- 
not but acknowledge that She adorns the Throne 
She poſſeſſeth, and, by Her rare Vertues, and thoſe 
moſt graceful of all other, the W ; 
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of Her Mind, doth reflect upon it as much honour, 
as She receives from it. Her Piety towards God, 
and that unaffected Devotion She alway diſcovers in 
his: Worſhip: and Service,/are arguments of a ſteady 


and well- compos d mind, which, amongſt all the 


Inſgnia of Power and Greatnels, is ſtill conſcious of 
its own Dependance, and never fo far elated by the 
Splendor of a Crown, or the thoughts of being tri- 
butary to no power upon Earth, as to forget to pay 
its juſt Homage to the King of Heaven. 


An Example ſo bright and ſhining as this, cannot 


ſurely fail of ſome influence; ſo that what the 


2 


of Solomon's Court; Happy are thy Men, and happy . 7. 


are thy Servants, which ſland continually before thee, 


and hear thy Wiſdom, may with greater advantage 


be applied to the Court of our Sovereign. Happy 
are they who ſtand continually before thee to fee 
thy wiſdom; the true wiſdom ſo often mention'd in 
his Proverbs, which by Her great Example, She 
may more eftectually teach, and more forcibly in- 
culcate; than that wiſe King could do by his Dictates: 
The Honour and Credit that redounds to Religion, 


in having ſo great a Princeſs for its Votary, is ſuffi- 
cient, one would think, to recommend it to thoſe, 
whom Religion it ſelf by all its other charms was 


never. able to affect; at leaſt to gain it ſo much 
eſteèem, as to be thought faſhionable, and ſuch as 
would not difcredit any one, were hei to pur it on. 


However, be they many or few that are careful to 


model their Actions by this Royal Pattern, yet it 
may wich truth be affirm'd, that the Vertues of our 
Qu EN have been hitherto of advantage to thoſe 
who would not imitate them; ſince they have been 
a means of deriving bleſſings from Heaven N the 

Aste ons 
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Community whereof they are Members, and in the 
good of which they cannot chuſe but ſhare, 
Io the pious and religious Conduct of Her Life, 
under the Divine Providence, not derogating in the 
mean while from the Conduct and Bravery of our 
General and of his Rival, are owing the many Sig- 
nal Victories we have been. bleſs'd with: Tis for 
this, that God is pleas'd to gird Her with ſtrength 
unto the battel, to ſubdue Her Enemies under Her; 
Enemies, which no Ambition of Hers ever made fo, 
no Invaſion on Her part of their Rights and Do- 
minions has rais'd them up againſt Her; tis for the 
Defence of Her moſt juſt Title to theſe Crow ns; 
and, which are equaily dear to Her, the Liberties 
of Europe, and, which is moſt dear to Her, the 
Purity of Religion, no where ſo well preſervd and 
maintain'd, taught and practis'd as in the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, that they are Her Enemies; but they have 
not been able to ſtand againſt Her; She, as a So- 
vereign, Has power with God; and when Her hands 
are lifted up in Devotion, the Army of our 1/raet 
prevails. And indeed, Supplications, Prayers and 
Interceſſions put up at the Throne of Grace, by 
any of God's Vicegerents upon Earth, who, as it is 
their glory to reſemble him in Sovereignty and Power, 
have, to their greater glory, been careful to feſem- 
ble him in his more lovely Attributes of Goodneſs 
and Mercy ; Devotions paid by Princes thus quali- 
fied, cannot chuſe but be of mighty force and effi- 
cacy in the Court of Heaven. When Vertue ſur- 
rounded with all the Temptations that Wealth, 
Power and Grandeur are attended with, ſhall yet 
keep its Station firm and unmov d, it evidenceth its 
riſe to be from a true and noble Principle of He- 
roic Goodneſs, and ſuch muſt alway be highly va- 
332 | luable 
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luable in” the Efes of him that judgeth- right, chat gr. 
ftandeth in the Congregation of the mighty,and judgeth * | 


among the Gods. Such, we ſec, are the Vertues of 
our Qur EN, and ſuch is the Conſtitution of our 
State, that nothing leſs than a Divine Infatuation 
can render us LO in a Political Senſe. It muſt 
be confeſs'd indeed, that two things there are, that 
ſeem at preſent to eclipſe our Happineſs, and hin- 
der it from appearing in its full Splendor, as other- 
wiſe it might. | EE Rug 

Firſt, we are engag'd in an expenſive, tho neceſ- 
fry, Wir with a moſt ambitious and afpiring Mos. 
narch, whom neither a e nor Faith 
have been able as yet to reſtrain from invading the 
Rights and Dominions of his Neighbours, and di- 
ſturbing the peace and quiet of Europe: But, thanks 
be to God, he has hitherto had little cauſe to boaſt 
of any triumph over us, nor, in humane probabi- 
lity, ever will have. In the next place, Religion ſeems. 
oblig'd to take the Field, and receive the open and 
inſolent attacks of Atheiſts, Infidels and Heretics, 
and too many are they beſides, who fay, in their 


Hearts, of our Church, as the Eaomites openly pſalm. 
did of Jeruſalem: Raſe it, Raſe it even to the foun- 137.7. 


dation thereof: Vet notwithſtanding this, we have 
confidence in Gad, thro'*the Vigilance and Con- 
duct of Her, who is the Great Patron of our Re- 
ligion, and Protector of our Church, and Nurſing 
Mother of them both, together with the Aſſiſtance 
of ſuch of Her Subjects, whole eminent Station doth. 
enable them to ſerve, as well as their Zeal obligeth 
them to wiſh well to the Intereſt of both one and: 
the other, that Religion will be able to maintain its. 
round, and that our Church may till lift up her 
Head above her Enemies round about. What re- 
| Mains. 
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